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President’s Message
Although this is our April issue, Maine still looks like
January especially in the County where Lona LaFrancis
reports record snow fall. Lona and Steve LeMay have
been unable to attend Board meetings due to snow
storms. I must confess my Holiday snowman still sits in
the middle of my lawn buried past the first "roll" of his
snow body. I refuse to climb the snow bank and yank
him up!
The MAAO Board finally met on February 15th in
Augusta at MMA. In addition to appointing committee
chairs, the Board began work on each committee's "job
description". Work on committee assignments was
completed at our March meeting. Board minutes will be
posted on the website as soon as they are approved at the
next meeting.
The Board is looking forward to an exciting MAAO Fall
conference at Atlantic Oaks in Bar Harbor. To date, the
educational offerings and registration fees are being
finalized. The Board's May meeting will be held at
Atlantic Oaks so we can review the space and finalize the
details. Be sure to mark you calendars for September
17th to 19th.
Isn't the ListServ great? I am not only amazed by the
variety of questions but impressed with the always
helpful and sometimes humorous responses. What a
great resource for all especially for our new members.
Please do not hesitate to ask; everyone learns from the
dialogue. I would like to give the President's "Questions
That Prompted The Most Dialogue" award to Brenda
Cummings. Thank you, Brenda, for keeping the BETE/

BETR ball in the air and helping us all understand the
issues as we grapple with this new and confusing law.
Just think of the calls we are eliminating to MRS.
On March 11th, Vice President Tammy Brown and I
attended MMA's annual Affiliates meeting in Augusta.
MMA's goals for the coming year include finalizing plans
for an addition to their building and installing new
software to integrate all their databases. This will reduce
duplication of data entry processes. Executive Director
Chris Lockwood voiced MMA's commitment to the
Affiliate Groups. MMA is exploring ways to improve staff
support for the Training and Affiliate department.
For the assessors who are not members of IAAO, you
missed a great article about MAAO written by Past
President Bill Healey in the February 2008 issue of Fair
& Equitable. Thanks, Bill, for your efforts in spotlighting our association.
Here's to a short mud season and don't let BETE get the
BETR of you!
Anne Gregory, MAAO President

2008
MAAO FALL CONFERENCE
Mark your calendars…

September 17th - 19th
Atlantic Oaks, Bar Harbor
Harbor,, Maine
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MAAO BOARD
President
Anne Gregory
781-5253
agregory@town.falmouth.me.us
Vice President
Tammy Brown
867-4433
tammybrown4139@aol.com
Secretary/Treasurer
Martine Painchaud
439-1813
mpainchaud@eliotme.org
First Past President
William Healey, Jr.
829-2204 or 846-4971 x448
bhealey@cumberlandmaine.com
Second Past President
Elizabeth Bowdoin
848-3485
assessor@hermon.net
Two Year Directors
Lona LaFrancis
764-2514
North District
llafrancis@presqueisleme.us
Rick Mace
363-1005
rmace@yorkmaine.org
Marian Cadrette-Anderson
Mid Coast District
633-2192
buildingcode@town.boothbay.me.us
Daniel Robinson
South District
985-4852
DRobinson@kennebunk.maine.org
Darryl McKenney
832-5369
assessor@waldoboromaine.org

MEMBER PROFILE
Richard Mace, Rick, has lived in
York for most of his life, having
moved there with his family in
1965. He graduated from York High
School in 1974 before attending the
University of Maine at Portland/
Gorham. He graduated from the
University in 1978 with a degree in
Geography and Anthropology. For 9
years Rick and his wife, Mary,
owned and operated the local IGA
grocery store in York. During that
time, in 1986, Rick also started “Lost
& Found Antiques and Auction
Company” which he continues to
operate today. In addition, Rick has
been a licensed auctioneer for 25
years. After selling the grocery store at the end of 1986 Rick began his
employment with the Town of York working part time for the York Parks
and Recreation Department.
In 1987 he was hired as a lister/appraiser for an in-house reval which
was in process at that time. Rick became a Certified Maine Assessor in
November 1988. In 2000, when long time assessor Richard Young
retired, he was appointed Assessor to take his place.
Rick and his wife, Mary Lemieux of Waterville, met while attending the
University. They are the parents of triplets, Ashley, Benjamin and
Christopher all of whom are currently sophomores at the University of
Maine. Rick and Mary will be celebrating their 30th anniversary in
August. Mary currently works for the York School Department as a
Special Ed Tech and is also a Wedding Coordinator for the York Harbor
Reading Room. Rick also continues to work, part time, for the Rec.
Dept., running the men's basketball program where he says it is the
only way that he can make himself stay in shape!

One Year Directors
Joe Grube
713-3122 ext. 3206
jgrube@ci.lewiston.me.us

2008 Board of Directors Meeting Dates

Roger Hoy
Central District
725-6650
rhoy@brunswickme.org

May 2

10:00 a.m.

Atlantic OakesBar Harbor

July 11

10:00 a.m.

MMA - Augusta

September 17-19*

Fall Conference

Atlantic OakesBar Harbor

October 8 & 9

MMA Annual Convention

Augusta Civic Center

November 7

10:00 a.m.

MMA - Augusta

Steve LeMay
498-3920
Stephen.L.Lemay@Maine.gov
Lisa Morin
626-2320
lisa@ci.augusta.me.us
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INTERVIEW WITH AN ADVERTISER
By Anne Gregory
Mark Plourde, MAI, founder of Maine Valuation Company (MVC).
Why did you start MVC?
I'd been appraising since 1984 and after receiving my
MAI designation in 1994, decided it was time to hang my
shingle. I wanted to focus on Commercial Real Estate.
With the new email and internet technology, I decided to
establish MVC as a Virtual Office. I now have seven
partners located throughout Maine.
What do you like most about your business?
The freedom and independence of the appraisal profession
and I like solving valuation problems for clients. I like
integrating technology and quality control into the
appraisal process.
What do you like least?
The regulatory, competitive-driven bidding process that
lenders put appraisers through.
The constant pressure to do the work quicker and
cheaper. Clients that treat appraisers like a commodity
and don't distinguish between the qualifications and
experience of one appraiser over another.

How long has MVC been advertising in the Meets &
Bounds and why?
Since 1995. MVC appreciates the research assistance
from Assessors when doing our due diligence. I think the
PR and support of the MAAO membership is important
as a professional courtesy. And MVC has completed
appraisal assignments for several municipalities.
What's the most favorite thing in your refrigerator right
now?
Hmmmm? Let me see (sound of steps walking to frig,
opening door) . . .Newcastle Brown Ale!
Thanks, Mark, for your time. MAAO appreciates your
support, too.

Meets & Bounds publication months:
January
January,, April, July & November
Please contact T
ammy Brown
Tammy
or a Director if you have any
news for the newsletter
newsletter..
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HAPPENINGS IN OUR WORLD
By Contributing Assessors
March 5th - Personal Property Tax Workshop - Rockport
Opera House - the towns of Rockport, Rockland and
Camden hosted an evening workshop open to businesses
that wanted to learn more about the new BETE law and
the existing BETR program. Approximately 50-60 business owners attended the presentation given by David
Ledew, Director of Property Tax. The crowd was very
appreciative of the effort and asked very good questions.
March 6th - Mid-Coast Assessors Meeting - Rockport
Town Office - the monthly meeting consisted of approx.
24 Assessors, one from as far away as Addison! The large
meeting room accommodated the group, who brought
their own brown bag lunch for the lunch meeting. Dick
Morse and Mort Moesswilde of the Maine Forest Service
presented a wonderful session on the State of Maine and
its sustained forests. The duo also described their
division's responsibilities as they relate to 575-A. Assistance in determining compliance with forest management and harvest plan
Upon request of a municipal assessor or the State Tax
Assessor and in accordance with section 579, the Director
of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of
Conservation may provide assistance in evaluating a
forest management and harvest plan to determine
whether the plan meets the definition of a forest management and harvest plan in section 573, subsection 3-A.
Upon request of a municipal assessor or the State Tax
Assessor, the Director of the Bureau of Forestry may
provide assistance in determining whether a harvest or
other silvicultural activity conducted on land enrolled
under this subchapter complies with the forest management and harvest plan prepared for that parcel of land.
When assistance is requested under this section and
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Maine
Municipal

Bond Making a Difference for Maine's communities.
Bank
Long-Term Borrowing
Cost Effective Financing

Free Reliable Financial Advice
Lower Costs of Issuance
Call us when you need capital financing for your next project.
Let us put our AAA Credit Rating to Work for You.
3 University Drive • P.O. Box 2268 • Augusta ME • 04338-2268• (207)622-9386 • www.mmbb.com

section 579, the Director of the Bureau of Forestry or the
director's designee may enter and examine forest land for
the purpose of determining compliance with the forest
management and harvest plan.
J. Thomas Fitzpatrick, former assessor in Houlton,
passed away from cancer on September 26, 2007, at the
age of 95. He was the assessor in Houlton from 1969 to
1981 and would be remembered by many of the "older"
assessors from the tax school during the Bowdoin College
years.
Carlene Bartlett, CMA, who was the tax collector as well
as clerk in the assessor's office in Houlton since July
1986, retired from that full time position on January 31,
2008. She will continue to work, on a part time basis, in
the assessor's office. The tax collector's position has been
filled by Lauren Asselin. Lauren has a background in the
banking business. She is married to Houlton's Police
Chief.
In 2007 Hamlin Associates completed revaluations for
the towns of Moscow, Eddington, New Sharon, Verona
Island, Troy, Willimantic and Frankfort. Most of these
communities had not seen a reval for many years. Lots
of advance education and publication regarding the
projects went a long way toward better understanding of
the final results, the new tax bill.
They are scheduled to complete revaluations for the towns
of Sebec, Alton and Kenduskeag for the 2008 tax year.
Hamlin Associates also fulfill the position of Assessors'
Agent for many other communities.
Their firm consists of CMA's Elizabeth Morin, and
Carroll & Jean Weeks as well as Associates, Tom Kovach
and David Hession. Their main offices are located in
Parkman.
Carol Matheson, who was the Assessor for the Town of
Lyman, left to go work for Saco Defense in Saco, ME. Her
replacement is John Wood.

CLT Appraisal
Services
v1HZ&RQVWUXFWLRQ
v&RPSOH[9DOXDWLRQ
v5HDSSUDLVDO6HUYLFHV
v3XEOLF5HODWLRQV
For more information,
contact Bob Marshall
800.273.8605 | tylertech.com
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CONSERVATION EASEMENTS AND
LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES
By Liz Petruska
As local assessors, you are constantly dealing with
landowners and the value of their property, both land and
buildings. Land value can be affected by restrictions a
landowner may choose to place on his/her land in order to
conserve it from development. A conservation easement
permanently protects a property’s key features most often
by limiting the scope and/or type of development that can
take place. Tied to the deed of the property, land under
easement remains in private ownership and on the local
tax rolls while providing such public benefits as wildlife
habitat protection, productive farmland and woodlots,
public access, scenic vistas and open space. Local land
trusts work with landowners who are interested primarily
in permanently protecting their land.
Conservation easements involve an array of players and
criteria to properly execute. The process of putting land
under easement engages various partners working
together, namely the landowners, their advisors (lawyers,
financial advisors and assessors) and the land trust. It
can take up to a year to complete, depending upon the
complexity of the ownership and the land base. Every
local land trust uses its mission to base its decisions
about conservation transactions, however in all instances

POSITION AVAILABLE
MAI or advanced associate is wanted for leading, regional
firm providing real estate valuation and advisory services.
Excellent client base and assignments. Need strong analytical, written and verbal skills. Exceptional career opportunity
for effective, ambitious and committed professional desired
growth. Attractive compensation incentives. Reply to
Randolph Glennon, MAI, CRE, Eastern Appraisal & Consulting, Inc., Two Monument Square, Portland, ME 04101. Visit
www.easternac.com for info regarding firm.

land trusts are beholden to protect lands with clear public
benefit. As easement properties remain in private ownership, not all easements include public access. Public
benefit is also measured by IRS standards (Section 170 (h)
and 170A-14) such as valuable wildlife habitat, scenic
vistas, productive wetlands, farmland and woodlots.
The fair market value of land protected by a conservation
easement is often reduced. However, in the marketplace
land in conservation may enhance values or be seen as an
encumbrance, depending upon the circumstances and the
willing buyers. If a developable piece of property is
entirely restricted by a conservation easement so that
nothing can be built on the parcel, then the value of that
property has certainly been lowered because of the
conservation easement. If the conservation easement
reduces the land’s resale value, then the town assessor
needs to recognize that reduction in assessing property
tax. Determining if and how much an easement has
reduced the value of a property is not always easy. The
current use tax program is one way to have a property
taxed at less than market value based on its use as nondeveloped land and is often a complement to a conservation easement.
For more information on this topic please join the
MidCoast Assessors monthly meeting on June 11th,
where Georges River Land Trust, Medomak Valley Land
Trust and Maine Coast Heritage Trust land protection
staff will lead a discussion.
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Partial Valuation of New
Construction
In the February 2008 issue of IAAO’s Fair & Equitable,
Rob Bick writes about his “common-sense” approach to
determining the value of new construction that is not
finished on the taxable status date. Mr. Bick is the
Managing Partner of a design/consultant firm specializing in commercial project cost estimating. He is also a
state certified Assessor for two New York towns.
He recognizes that determining the partial value buildings is challenging primarily because the common
practice using 20 or more phases is cumbersome and can
leave an assessor open to a host of issues. Remember
those conversations about whether or not the interior
finish was 6% or 7% of the total cost and was the rough
carpentry 10% or 15% complete. And percentages vary
not only by the job, due to its simplicity or complexity,
but also by the type of building.
Mr. Bick’s “common-sense” approach is easier to understand and is based on the “all inclusive” theory that the
various stages of construction are being done together
with other phases. He has less challenges with this
approach and believes his “the simpler, the better”
process is easier to understand. Please read the complete
article in the February 2008 issue for more details about
this unique solution.

Phase of Construction
1. Planning, design, site work, foundation. Construction
under way in any shape or form. This applies to a hole in
the ground all the way to a full foundation. 20%
2. Rough framing underway, including floor joists, walls,
trusses. 40%
3. Complete building envelope, including doors, windows,
wrap, siding, roofing, And plumbing/electrical rough-in.
60%
4. Interior finishing under way, including DGW, floor
coverings, cabinets, Countertops, finish carpentry,
fixtures. 80%
5. Completion, no certificate of occupancy required. 100%

NEW FROM OTHER ASSESSING
ASSOCIATIONS
CMAAO
It is time for the Annual Spring Seminar held by
CMAAO. Once again it is the goal of our group to provide
materials and training to the newly elected selectmen/
assessors and to assist the veteran assessors and selectmen with updated information. Please find the enclosed
seminar application and mail to:
Sheila Pooler by April 12, 2008
1374 Main Street
Palmyra, Maine 04965
MIDCOAST ASSESSORS GROUP
On April 9, 2008 the Midcoast Assessors group will be
holding their monthly meeting at Offshore Restaurant in
Rockport. The discussion this month will be on the Ratio
Declaration & Reimbursement Application.
Linda Lucas, a Certified Maine Assessor and Appraiser
with the Property Tax Division will join us for an educational review of the annual requirement to report the
local ratio upon which assessments are based.
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Membership Questions?
Please contact the
Training & Affiliate Dept. at MMA:
1-800-452-8786 – www
.memun.org
www.memun.org
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STATE OF MAINE
CHAPTER
International Association of Assessing Officers

For additional MCIAAO information contact Julie Schramm at jschramm@yorkmaine.org

On March 7, 2008 the Maine Chapter IAAO met at Le Club Calumet in Augusta,
Maine. The meeting was well attended, with 104 people.
The subject matter for the morning session was on the appraisal and assessment of
properties created with Low Income Housing Tax Credits. The Chapter was fortunate
to receive input from Duke Simoneau, Certified General Appraiser, David Ledew,
Director of Property Tax Division, Maine Revenue Services, Ignatius MacLellan, Esq.,
Northern New England Housing
Investment Fund, and Bruce Kerns,
Kittery Assessor provided his recent State
Board decision and information. The
discussion on Tax Credits was lively, with many questions asked, new concepts
brought forward, and appraisal methodology and laws discussed.
After lunch, the afternoon session started fifteen minutes early, and a
discussion on the recent initiative of the Penobscot Corridor Collaboration Effort was
held. Ben Birch, Bangor Assessor updated those assembled on the efforts in Bangor,
Brewer, Old Town, Orono, Veazie, Hermon, and Hampden. Additionally, the
Cumberland County assessing study was discussed.
After this discussion, Jeff Kendall, Maine Revenue Services, Director of
Training and Certification, updated the group on changes in the current laws, and new laws in effect for April 1, 2008.
Then Mike Rogers, Director of State and Municipal Relations, Maine Revenue Services, spoke at length on the Business
Equipment Tax Exemption (BETE) program. It was very informative, and answered the many questions posed on implementing
this new law change for 2008.
Matthew E. Sturgis, CMA
Assessor, Town of Cape Elizabeth

The International Association of Assessing Officers (IAAO)
Congratulates Caroline Flannery, Town of Ogunquit, for 5 years of membership, Craig H. Skelton, Town of South
Berwick, for 20 years of membership. IAAO Welcomes new Maine members Kyle Avila and Diane C. Labbe

GOSLINE

Specialists in appraisal services

Support Your Local Assessor
with Professional Assistance
Gosline + Company
(207) 582-1100 • FAX 582-2755 • 118 Lewiston Road • Gardiner, Maine 04345-0247
P.O. Box 247 Gardiner, ME
Serving Northern New England
04345-0247

Meets & Bounds

MAAO APRIL 2008 NEWSLETTER
www
.maineassessors.org
www.maineassessors.org

MEETS & BOUNDS-MAAO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT CENTER
60 COMMUNITY DR
AUGUSTA ME 04330

