
August 2019 Maine Association of Assessing Officers

Meets & Bounds

President’s Message

MAAO Board Meetings 2019

Dec. 6 10:00 a.m MMA - Augusta

Dear MAAO Members,

It’s hard to believe there’s 
just over a month left of 
summer. The July and 
August weather has 
helped me forget how 
terrible things were this 
spring!  As we wrap up 
our tax commitments, 
I’m sure we’re all looking 
forward to a little time 
for rest and relaxation. 

The Sebasco Harbor Resort is a great place to recharge 
your batteries! Please join us September 18th - 20th at the 
2019 MAAO Fall Conference at Sebasco.

The MAAO and Maine Chapter IAAO will share a booth 
again this year at the 2019 MMA Convention in Bangor. 
The Convention will be held October 2nd and 3rd. We will 
be co-sponsoring a program on “Tax Increment Financ-
ing in Maine Towns”. Hope to see you there.

I have served on the MAAO Executive Board for nearly 
20 years. It has been a truly rewarding experience. We 
have some vacancies and we’re currently searching for 
some new Board members. Would you be interested 
in serving? Please reach out to me or any other Board 
member if you’re interested. Thanks and enjoy the rest 
of your summer! s 

Bill Healey

MAAO President
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MAAO BOARD Member Profile: Valerie Moon

PRESIDENT
William Healey, Jr, City of Lewiston
Phone: 513-3122 
E-mail: bhealey@lewistonmaine.gov

VICE PRESIDENT
Tammy Brown, Town of North Haven
Phone: 867-4433
E-mail: tammybrown4139@aol.com

SECRETARY
Tammy Brown, Town of North Haven
Phone: 867-4433
E-mail: tammybrown4139@aol.com

TREASURER
Martine Painchaud, Town of Eliot
Phone: 439-1813
E-mail: mpainchaud@eliotme.org

FIRST PAST PRESIDENT
Ruth Birtz, Town of Lincoln
Phone: 794-3372 Fax: 794-2606
E-mail: assessor@lincolnmaine.org

SECOND PAST PRESIDENT
Rick Mace, Town of York 
Phone: 363-1005 
E-mail: rmace@yorkmaine.org

DIRECTORS
Dan Robinson, Town of Kennebunk 
Phone: 985-2102, EXT 1333  
E-mail: drobinson@kennebunkmaine.us

Roger Hoy  
Phone: 724-7475 
E-mail: mhoy5@roadrunner.com

Darryl McKenney, Town of Waldoboro 
Phone: 832-5369  
E-mail: assessor@waldoboromaine.org

Lewis Cousins, City of Presque Isle 
Phone: 760-2714  
E-mail: lcousins@presqueisleme.us

Deborah Turner, Town of Harpswell 
Phone: 833-5771  
E-mail: dturner@town.harpswell.me.us

Martine Painchaud, Town of Eliot 
Phone: 439-1813  
E-mail: mpainchaud@eliotme.org

Travis Roy, City of Old Town 
Phone:  827-3965 EXT 206 
E-mail: troy@old-town.org

Craig Skelton, Town of South Berwick 
Phone: 384-3010  
E-mail: cskelton@sbmaine.us

If someone had asked me when I was 
younger if I would be working in mu-
nicipal government I would have said 
no way.  I think that is the answer for 
most employees.  I am a graduate of the 
University of Maine and Eastern Maine 
Technical College.  After 20 years in the 
food service industry, a few years in the 
legal field and five years as an educator.  
I started working in Ellsworth as a temp 
and it has become my career.    In 2009, 
I was at a crossroads and needed to find 
a job closer to home.  I applied for a ten 
week position with the City of Ellsworth 
knowing that I could go to work in Bar 
Harbor during the season as a chef if I 

did not find other work.  At the end of the ten weeks I was asked to stay on 
as the assistant in the assessing department.  

Under Larry’s tutelage by the following November I was a CMA and receive 
a promotion to Deputy Assessor.  Larry always pointed out that he hired me 
because I could read a deed and he got someone who knew the community 
and could not go for long without project to complete.  I made it a point to 
learn everything I could from all of the departments in city hall that had 
any relationship to assessing.  Personal property became one of passions and 
I started consulting with other municipalities in our area.  

In 2019, there were two open positions in our region and I was honored to 
be chosen to lead the assessing department in Brewer.  I see my role as the 
Assessor as making certain that everyone is treated fairly and equitably in 
accordance with the laws.  It has been a very interesting first year in the big 
chair and I look forward to the future.  

Working for a municipality is about customer service, internal and exter-
nal.  We have to jobs that many people often get upset with.  If we remain 
pleasant, explain the process in easy to understand terms it helps everyone 
understand that we have statutes to follow that are out of our control.  

My husband Brian and I currently live on the shore in Surry with our two 
sons and my parents in my ancestral home.  My family has lived in Surry 
on the same parcel of land for nine generations.  Our oldest son works for 
Lee Auto in Ellsworth and our youngest son is a junior at Bucksport High 
School.  They both found a passion for high school football.  Our family has 
spent the past eight years as part of the larger football community. 

I enjoyed several years volunteering in Surry as a member of the Recreation 
Committee, the Appeals Board, the Harbor Commission and the Compre-
hensive Plan Committee.  I look forward to returning to those opportunities 
when I have time.   It is a great feeling to contribute to the community that 
gave so much to you as a young person. s 
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THANKS FOR GIVING FOOD DRIVE
As we approach Election Day 2019, we hope you will continue to support the “Thanks for Giving Food Drive.”  For 
Assessors not familiar with the food drive, it was started by Gina Merry in Lyman where she coordinated with the 
local Food Pantry to collect non-perishable food items on Election Day.  The objective is to encourage folks to “Get 
their Can to the Polls!”  

We were excited to hear so many success stories up at the 2019 Assessor School this year.  In some communities, 
the local Food Pantries jumped into action and their efforts along with Assessor involvement resulted in collection of 
impressive quantities of food stuff.  Whether large or small, collection of food items is greatly appreciated.

We are thankful to those who participated last year and for Assessors joining in with the effort this year, we are 
happy to provide a poster PDF and organizer packet with some helpful suggestions to “get you can to the polls!”  
Please contact one of us for more information. Joe Merry 207.642.4572 Jim Thomas 207.767.7604 Kerry Leichtman 
207.236.3353 Nicholas Cloutier 207.725.6650 or Craig Skelton 207.384.3010.
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Safaris for Charity 

Give others a break in life and get rewarded with a break in the bush. 

You and your partner can spend 6 days & 6 nights at 
Zulu Nyala Heritage Safari Lodge, Tented Safari Camp or Safari Game Lodge 

These luxurious settings host elegant comfort and hospitality. 
Cool lounges, a wide veranda with stunning views, sparkling swimming pools and attentive African hospitality make 

being “in the bush” a relaxing, and pleasurable experience. 
Tastefully prepared buffet meals may be enjoyed in our Boma restaurant or under the stars to the rhythm of Zulu 

dances. See abundant plains game, Elephant, Rhino, Leopard, Giraffe, Hippo, Zebra, Nyala, Impala, Buffalo, Kudu and 
many more… 

INCLUDES: 3 meals and 2 game drives per day on Zulu Nyala Game Reserve in open Land Rovers with an experienced 
ranger who will also assist you in planning your activities during your stay. 

EXCLUDES: Airfares, transfers, extra activities, drinks, telephone calls, laundry and any extra tours. 

TESTIMONIALS 
“Just like their motto "Experience the Magic of Africa"” 

Chances are if you are reading this review, you are considering or already successfully bid on this at a charity auction. 
You won't be disappointed, especially if this is your first trip to Africa. It is no coincidence that African movies have been 
filmed at Zulu Nyala. We stayed two nights in the Heritage Tents and the rest of the time at the Game Lodge. Both are 

quite comfortable and well-appointed and offer distinct experiences. Every day is as much of an adventure as you want 
to make of it--there is always something to do in addition to the two guided safaris offered each day. Within a short 

period, we saw all the iconic African animals in their natural habitat. We bonded with the other members of our group 
who had the great fortune of being assigned to Sandiso, whose knowledge, wit and compassion made the trip that 

much more memorable to me.  
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Unrivaled Service   
Unmatched Appraisal Expertise   

Unparalleled CAMA System

Phone: (508) 351-3628 
Email: sales@vgsi.com

www.vgsi.com

For More Information:

Mobile Homes
If there is a weak point in Maine Taxation law, it would 
have to be with assessing mobile homes, especially 
homes in parks.  As we all know, mobile homes are 
transferred by “bill of sale” which are not recorded or 
filed anywhere that would be of help to the local asses-
sor.

Additionally, park owners don’t want to be much help 
to the local assessor!  I have continually asked for list of 
owners and sales data but not much response.

Next year, I am going to send out the enclosed request 
around the same time I send out Personal Property 
Declaration requests.  Not to be confused with Personal 
Property, I tax mobile homes as real estate but will coor-
dinate my requests at the same time!

I’ll keep you posted on how my efforts pay off.

Respectfully Submitted,

Craig Skelton

M.A.A.O.
2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Sebasco Harbor Resort  
September 18th - 20th 

12th Annual Silent Auction 

It’s not too early to start thinking about our Fall Conference and how you can help 
out with our Silent Auction.  The funds raised at the Silent Auction will be used to 
help fund our educational goals. 

There is no limit on what you can donate to the auction, large or small, new or old, 
funny or serious!  If you don’t have anything to donate, maybe you know someone 
who might be willing; a relative, someone you do business with, or anyone who 
appreciates their assessor! 

Please check out the descriptions of the two Vacation Packages that we will be 
auctioning off!  

Just give me a call if you have any questions or ideas.  As soon as you have a 
donation please let me know what it is by filling out a donation form and returning it 
to my office.  Please use the letter of introduction when soliciting businesses. 

Thank you, Rick Mace, auction chair  rmace@yorkmaine.org or 363-1005 
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MAINE PROPERTY DECLARATION FORM 

BUILDINGS ON LEASED OR RENTED LAND 

Filed Pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 706-A 

Name of current owner(1): _____________________________________________________ 

Name of current owner(2): _____________________________________________________ 

  Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________ 

      _____________________________________________________ 

I am a legal resident of    _________________________________, ___________________ 
 (Municipality)            (State) 

Property: Structure(s) on land owned by another party: 

List property you own in this municipality as of April 1, on leased or rented land. 

Physical Location:  _________________________________________Lot#:_______________ 

Purchase information: 

Purchase price:  $__________________   Date purchased: ______________________ 

Model name/ser.#: ___________________________________________(attach bill of sale) 

Length and width: ________X_________ or square feet living space: ____________ 

Monthly lot rent:  $_________________ Number of Bedrooms ______ 
Number of Full Baths ______(3 fixtures) 
Number of Half Baths ______(2 fixtures) 

Contact info: Phone:  ______________________________ 

Email:    _____________________________ 

Signature of taxpayer:   _____________________________________________________ 
 (only one signature is necessary if multiple owners) 

If you are not the current owner, please fill out below: 

If Sold: If you sold this property and received this notice, please notify us of the following. 

Name of buyer(s): _________________________________________________________ 

Sale price:  $____________________ Date sold: ___________________________ 

T:/assessing/personalproperty/mhpark/propertydeclaration



August 2019
9

5 day (4 nights) Eco-Luxury Cabana Cottage Retreat for two people 
on St. John, U.S Virgin Islands 

 

 

Set on a hillside overlooking a picturesque harbor...in a  
verdant island jungle with an abundance of tropical 
plants, flowers and palm trees.... your private oasis for 
two awaits!   

Inspired by the Robinson Crusoe novel, this island 
cottage was created for privacy, seclusion and 
tranquility.  

The view from the hut deck looks over the tree tops, 
down on a beautiful bay.... hosting a small collection of 
sailboats and fishing boats.  

A gently sloping outdoor pathway through the jungle garden leads to a large open-air stone shower, 
soothing water fountain, a pergola draped hot tub, separate shaded lounging spot, and a palm 
thatched cabana with a Bali daybed and hammock.  

 
Interior features include air conditioning, a flat screen TV with cable, secured wireless internet, 
complimentary bar, iPod docking system, cd/dvd player and wireless outdoor speakers.  

Sip a morning coffee over breakfast on the deck and watch the fishing boats slip out of the harbor in 
search of marlin, tuna and more. During the day, catch up on your reading in the Bali hut while taking 
in the view, or watch hummingbirds, bananaquits and iguanas that frequent the garden. At night, 
listen to the tree frogs and look up and admire the theater of stars and the beauty of the lights on St. 
John. 
 

Here's an opportunity to make that promised romantic 
getaway a reality... Or simply to escape the pressures of 
everyday life for a few days to experience the serenity    
this secluded island-jungle paradise has to offer. 
 
 
Winning bidders can enjoy their stay in within 2 years 
from the date of purchase. Bookings are handled on a  
first come, first served basis - subject to availability at  
the time of booking.  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